
37

Topic:
Celebrate Old Glory

Time:
1-2 days

Core:
1: 6010-0502 2: 6020-0203
3: 6030-0401 4: 6040-0402
5: 6050-0503 6: 6060-0404

Grade:
1-6

Objectives:   Students will:
1. See that the U.S. flag developed or evolved in the latter half of the 18th century.
2. Identify at least one example of our early U.S. flag.
3. Know that the use and display of the flag has its basis in law.

Author:
Carol Lear

Additional Resources:Procedure:
This lesson is more a group of various activities on the United
States flags than a lesson plan to present in a linear fashion. 
The following handouts are included:

HANDOUTS 1: Early American flags to color.
HANDOUT 2: A quiz on various developmental American      
                            flags.
HANDOUT 3: “The Mini Page” from the Herald Journal

which gives general information on our flags. 
Using this as a springboard, students could    
be assigned projects or oral reports on      
various aspects of the flag:
a. Parts of a flag.
b. Flag resolutions and acts.
c. The history of our flag’s final design.
d. Stars for which states in what order were

added?  How did the star design change? 
Which “star” is Utah’s?

 e. Where can we find rules governing the use
and display of our flag?  What are some of
the more important rules?

 f. Folding the flag.
HANDOUT 4:  (for older children) A news article from the

Deseret News, “Who Really Wrote The Pledge
of Allegiance?”

ASSIGNMENT: If students were assigned to write two (2)
sentences in honor of our country and our flag,
what would they write?
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INTRODUCTION

The flag of the United States, sometimes called the “Stars and Stripes” or “Old Glory,” is a
significant symbol of citizenship and the United States of America.

The details concerning this historical development and usage of the United States flag are firmly
based in law.  This also is true regarding the Pledge of Allegiance and the ceremonial playing of
our national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner.”  Most Americans are unaware of the legal
foundations supporting the use of the flag.  An introduction to these laws in their historical
context helps students understand and appreciate Old Glory’s evolution and symbolism to us
today.

This lesson is less linear than some.  We have provided a variety of activities to discuss the flag
at several grade levels.  The teacher can choose which seem appropriate for his/her class.  You
may choose activities as just grabbers or review exercises from previous discussions or grades.

Original Flag Resolution

Resolved: That the Flag of the thirteen United States be 13 stripes alternate red and white, that
the Union be 13 stars, white in a blue field representing a new constellation.

Journal of the Continental Congress
June 14, 1777                                    

The design described appears sufficiently detailed to our modern eyes since we have a fairly
good mental image of what this “first American flag” looked like.  However, a careful reading of
the resolution reveals that the description was in fact ambiguous.  It does not specify whether the
stripes were horizontal or vertical.  Were there to be seven red stripes and six white ones or vice
versa?  How many points were the stars to have?  Five, six, seven, or more?  How were the stars
to be placed in the blue union?  A circle of thirteen stars is what we normally see in illustrations. 
Were other designs used?  The ambiguity of the flag resolution led to a wide variety of flag
designs.  This was sometimes confusing to foreign nations.  As late as 1848, the Dutch
government asked, through diplomatic channels, for an official description of the flag’s design. 
The request was in vain since exact specifications for the flag were not officially adopted until
1912.

Flag Act of 1794

. . . that the flag of the United States be fifteen stripes, alternate red and white; and that the union
be fifteen stars, white in a blue field.

Signed into law by President
Washington on Jan. 12, 1794



40

The adoption of the second national flag was more controversial than we would expect.  By
1792, Vermont and Kentucky had joined the Union, and it seems logical in 1793 for the
Congress to amend the flag to include representation of these states.  The Senate passed the
resolution swiftly.  However, the House debated the measure hotly.  Representative Thatcher of
Massachusetts called the measure “a consummate piece of frivolity.”  The cost of replacing flags
was cited as a drawback.  The resolution was finally passed and signed into law by President
Washington on January 13, 1794.  The fifteen star and fifteen stripe flag was used during the
War of 1812.  It was immortalized as “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

As new states entered the Union, it became apparent that the flag needed to be modified again. 
Some felt that the original flag should be re-adopted.  Others felt the fifteen star and fifteen
stripe flag should be made permanent.  Captain Samuel Reid suggested to Representative Peter
Wendover of New York that the flag have thirteen stripes to represent the original states and that
there should be stars in the canton equal to the total number of states.  Fighting sometimes strong
opposition, Representative Wendover pushed the measure through Congress, and it was signed
by President Monroe.  This measure continued in force until 1947.  At that time, Congress
repealed many old laws and passed new laws to fill the same functions.  The new flag law used
the same logic and provisions.

Generally, if we give the matter any thought at all, we — adults and children alike — presume
that Betsy Ross designed the original Unites States’ flag and that there was never any
controversy about her original home-stitched design.  Part of the purpose of these simple
coloring exercises is to show children that the design of our flag, the familiar symbol of our
country, evolved over many years.
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HANDOUT 1 - a
FIRST FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES

This was the first flag of the United States raised January 1, 1776, on Prospect Hill, by
Cambridge, as the standard of the Continental Army assembled there under Washington.  It had
just been unfurled December 3, 1775, on the Alfred, flagship of the new Continental Navy, by
John Paul Jones himself.  Congress passed no resolution adopting it, yet it was our national flag
until the adoption of the Stars and Stripes, June 14, 1777.  The English red cross of St. George,
used since 1275, and the Scottish white cross of St. Andrew from the 8th century, became united
about 1606 after James I (James VI of Scotland) became King of England.  Great Britain was
formed in 1707 when the parliaments of the two countries united.  A red ensign, with the union
in the canton, was used; the American flag here is just this, but with six white ribbons across the
red field, making thirteen stripes.  The British union was kept, for at this date, while protesting,
we had not yet decided to sever from the mother country.
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HANDOUT 1 - b

THE NEWPORT FLAG

Colors: Stripes
alternating (from the top down) red, blue, white, etc.  The canton is yellow, the ribbon light blue
with the inscription in black lettering, and the rattlesnake is in natural shades of brown and
black.  The rattlesnake seems to have been a popular symbol in Rhode Island, as this flag from
the siege of Newport in October, 1778 suggests.  The design may have originated with Esek
Hopkins, from his personal flag as Commander in Chief of the Navy.  The device goes back to
the French and Indian War in this form:
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HANDOUT 1 - c

FIRST RHODE ISLAND REGIMENT, CONTINENTAL LINE FLAG

Colors:  White field, stars, letters; light blue canton, scroll.  The stars, probably based upon the
starry seals of Portsmouth, 1676, and Providence, 1680, may in turn have inspired the new
constellation adopted June 14, 1777.  The flag now surviving in Rhode Island is 36 x 23" in size,
however, smaller than the normal regimental flag.
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HANDOUT 1 - d

BETSY ROSS AND HER FLAG
Betsy Ross told her grandson that she made the first flag for the United States of

America.  Color what you think this flag looked like.
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HANDOUT 2

Can You Name These Stars and Stripes??

1.                      
                                       

4.                                                              

2.                  
                                           

5.                                                               

3.                                                              6.                                                               
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Answer Sheet

Can You Name These Stars and Stripes??

1.           The
Grand Union                      

4.        The Great Star Flag                      

2.         The
Flag of 1777                        

5.        The
Star Spangled Banner         

3.           The Betsy Ross Flag                 6.       The 48-Star Flag                            
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HANDOUT 3
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HANDOUT 4
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